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Ger Van Graas, PhD 
Affiliate Scientist

Dr. Ger Van Graas has more than 30 years of experience in the petroleum industry. After 
completing a Ph.D. on ‘Organic Geochemistry of Cretaceous Black Shale Deposits’ at 
Delft University of Technology in 1982, Ger worked at the Continental Shelf Institute 
in Trondheim, Norway, and at Shell’s E&P Research Centre near The Hague, The 
Netherlands, before joining Statoil in Norway in 1991. He has held a variety of positions, 
most recently as a senior specialist in geology/ petroleum systems analysis and advisor 
for the VP of new exploration access. Since his retirement from Statoil in March 2016, 
Ger has been working as an independent consultant. 

During the first part of his career, Ger mainly worked with providing organic 
geochemical support to exploration and production activities, but after 2000 he 
became more involved in general frontier exploration, particularly in the Caspian 
region and in North Africa. Since 2008, much of his time has been spent on assessment 
of new unconventional resources all over the world with a focus on China, Russia and 
Australia. 

In his role as senior specialist/advisor, Ger has been involved in QA/QC activities, 
establishment of steering documents and best practices, and in providing advice to 
exploration management on strategy and specific projects. 

Ger has been a board member of the European Association of Organic Geochemists 
(EAOG) between 1999 and 2011, the last four years as chairman. He is a member of the 
American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) & Energy and Mineral Division 
(EMD).
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